Program shares dangers of texting an

By JASON KAPLAN

Upon returning from winter
break, juniors and seniors in
. Jackie Spencer’s social stud-
jes classes will learn who

principal Dr. Frank Sheboy ;
chose as the winner of &

poster contest, the theme of

which focuses on the dangers-

of texting while driving,
The corntest comes on ‘the
heéels of a presentation Spen-

cer organized with social -
studies teacher Jennifer Bu_t_-
ler, Finkelstein & Partners , -

and Cumulus Radio. The
30-minute presentation took
place on Dec. 21 and includ-
ed video testimony from peo-
ple impacted by a motorist’s

- choice to text and drive.

- Prior to the presentation,

'smdents were asked if they
- text and drive. The lights in
the auditorium were off, but

Spencer said students did
raise their hands. Following

- the presenation students were

asked to takea pledge agree-

_ing not to text and drive,

. After a day to reflect, junior
Justin Hines said when he

earns his license he will not
text and drive.

“Youw'll have to live with
the guilt if you injure some-

one while texting and driv-

ing,” he said. “You're putting
yourself at risk, as well as the
entire community as a whole
when you drive distracted.”

Hines said Kenneth From—
son, a partner at the law firm,
did a good job relating to his
age group - making joke'e to
keep eéveryone’s attention,

but also keying in on more

serious points. -

Melissa Gualano and Sam
Crosbie, also unlrcensed Ju-
niors, said they, were . con-
vinced by the messagé From-
son left with the near: 500
students - “commit-to quit

- don’t text and.drive.” Both -

were impacted by the story of

the mother who lost her son

when he was texting his girl-
friend. -

“Texts are usually trrvral »
Crosbie said. “You cOuld end

up killing yourself or krllmg '

someone else-and’ your fiend
could just be askmg, what’

Cup.”
Gualano was Surpnsed the'

damage that could be éaused
just by taking he_r eyes off the
road for three seconds, «
Senior Ashley Locke . ad-
mitted to texting while driv-
ing, but said ‘she would
change her habits after sitting
through the presentation, She
too was convinced by the
video testimony. '
The - presentation only re-
affirmed junior Cassandra
Stern’s decision not to text
and dtive. She’s been influ-
enced by other people, televi-
sion ads and her parents.
“I’'m more likely to contin-
ue that habit because hearing
it from somoene who’s seen
the affects it has, it’s a bigger

Safm Grasbie and Melissa Gualano work on a poster depicting the dangers of texting while drlvlng
The two were among aimost 500 juniors and sehiors who sat through a presentatron on the subjef:t

on Dec. 21,

Not  everyone was con-
vinced- by the presentation.
A few students admitted to
texting while driving, but
weren’t likely to quit. One
said he texts while holding
and directing the steering
wheel with his wrists. Anoth-
er said people drive with one
hand all the time and didn’t
see the harm in using the free
hand to text.

After the presentation, stu-

_dents were given a card list-

ing the dangers and facts of
texting and driving. They
will also receive red bracelets
to remind them of the penalty
of a wrong decision,

Spencer said this was the

Aret vaar far cnirh a nracanac
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force the meSSage f‘or’tﬁose“"
students unable to: attend 1:he\s
presentatlon e

in the future, Butler said the
posters, which will be hung
in the hallways, will rein- -

Did you know?
* 20 percent of i ln}ury crashes in 2009 mvolved reporté‘ of
distracted driving. e
* Of those killed in distracted- dnvmg related crashes,
involved reports of a cell phone as a distraction, ..,
* In 2009, 5,474 people were killed in United States” r ads
ways and an estimated additional 448,000 were mjured 1n;
motor vehicle crashed that were reported to have molved‘-
distracted driving. =
» The age group with the greatest proportion of dlstracted‘_' 1.
drivers was the under-20 age group - 16 percent of all driv-
ers younger than 20 involved in fatal crashies were reported
to have been distracted while driving. :
+ Drivers who use hand-held devices are four tlmes aS‘ ;
likely to get into crashes serious enough to' 1r1Jure then'r,—'{— b




